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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------"""'I
102-1333 24 October 1991 Washington D C
TAX BURDEN - Can you imagine being told you owe thousands of dollars in
taxes on a piece of property you haven't owned in years? Recently, such
a situation came to light involving some of our nation I s veterans and
their being held legally liable when the subsequent owners of the property
have defaulted.
What has happened is that while the Veterans Administration regularly
waives liability for veterans caught in such a situation, the Internal
Revenue Service considers such "waived debts" as income. Therefore,
veterans who have had an unjust liability forgiven by .the VA, may and
can find themselves hit by the IRS for back taxes.
In an effort to put an end to this practice, I am co-sponsoring
legislation (H R 3357) which will make it clear that waived debts cannot
be counted as income and cannot be subject to taxation. That was Congress'
original intent and I intend to see that goal carried out.
It It It
TARGETED JOBS - There is another effort with which I'm involved -- one
which has been quite beneficial to our area over the years. I am referring
to the Targeted Jobs Tax Credit program and legislation of which I am
a co-sponsat'" to permanent ly extend this program which is scheduled to
expire as of 31 December 1991.
This is a 12-year old program that has placed more than 5 million
structurally unemployed individuals in private sector jobs. In fact,
each year, approximately 500,000 low-income individuals are gainfully
employed through the TJTC program. They include recipients of welfare,
Social Security and general assistance; unemployed youth 18-22 years of
age; Vietnam veterans; the physically and mentally disabled; ex- felons,
and cooperative education students. These workers now pay income and
Social Security taxes. By working, they have reduced government
expenditures for welfare, Social Security, unemployment insurance, food
stamps, disability payments, Medicaid, and incarceration.
There are several cases where employers have expanded their workforce
because TJTC reduced the cost per worker. TJTC provides employers with
a tax credit equal to 40-percent of the first $6,000 in wages paid to
employees hired from the targeted groups. Studies have shown that the
program provides employers an incentive to make an affirmative effort
to actively look among those communities where they are likely to find
the structurally unemployed. These unemployed have little or no work
experience. TJTC has been successful because it provides the incentives
needed to actively search for, train, and retain eligible workers.
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With increasing unemployment, those in the target groups are in
even greater jeopardy. Official unemployment levels for these groups
remain more than twice that of the population at large. In fact, the
unofficial rate is estimated at four to five times the official rate.
It has always been my belief that it is more efficient to spend our
scarce resources by the employment of disadvantaged youth than running
the risk that many of them will end up going through the revolving door
of the criminal justice system.
Ii Ii Ii Ii
BREAST CANCER MONTH It is of the utmost importance that we make a
commitment to provide the support necessary to adequately research the
health problems which are of primary concern to the women of this country.
Breast cancer is what I am specifically talking about and it is a topic
which is being discussed a lot lately because October is National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.
We have all heard the statistics that 44,500 American women die
each year from breast cancer, and nearly one in every nine will contract
the disease. The good news is that breast cancer is increasingly curable,









disease at any age, breast cancer is
women. About 80-percent of women
of 50 -- of this group, about half
a particular threat
with breast cancer
the women are over
Experts theorize that the disproportionately high rate of cancer
deaths in minority and medically underserved groups is heavily influenced
by lifestyle risk factors and habits that too often do not include early
detection, diagnosis, and treatment. Outreach programs by the National
Cancer Institute have specifica lly targeted older Americans, low-literacy
groups, and Black and His pan ic Americans in Co lorado, Southern Cali fornia
and South Texas.
The number of deaths related to breast cancer are unacceptable because
one death is one too many. That is why I do not feel the· question is
whether or not we can afford to conduct better research and to provide
better health care. Research is an investment and inaction is not an




on breast cancer in English or Spanish, write:
Month, POBox 4333, Grand Central Station, New
Ii Ii Ii
- For those of you interested in helping your children
and learn about science, the U S Department of
free book available to the public. HELPING YOUR
is a new publication for parents of young children
FREE CBILDREll'S BOOK
observe, understand,
Education is making a
CHILDREN LEARN SCIENCE
from 3-10 years of age.
The color booklet is written for the non-scientist and has basic
science information, experiments that can be done with your children at
home, suggestions of activities you can do close to horne, and a list of
other books and resources. Incidentally, the experiments do not require
any special equipmept and are not expensive.
For a free copy of the book, write to Department 611X, Consumer
Information Center, Pueblo, Colorado, 81009.
Ii
GOODBYE MY FRIEND - Needless to say, we were all saddened at the passing
of Grammy award winning singer Tennessee Ernie Ford. Ford died this past
week at a Washington area hospital at the age of 72. The "Old Pea Picker"
was a great friend of mine and as all may remember -- he was a faithful
friend of the Confederate Air Show. We shall all remember him fondly.
Ii Ii Ii
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